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Essentials Course

Module 7 Pedagogical Practices
Using Questioning to Promote Higher-Order Thinking and Engage Students 

 
As teachers talk less, and students talk more in the classroom, the role of questions in the classroom changes. In teacher-centered classrooms, students often answer questions the teacher knows the answer to, and they rarely ask important questions themselves. In student-centered classrooms, learning is guided, first by Curriculum-Framing Questions, and then by authentic questions that rise out of meaningful work with the content.

Facilitating student interaction through questioning is at the heart of good teaching. In this Pedagogical Practices discussion, you consider ways to meet this challenge using the key ideas and learnings from your previous work in the course.
Good questions are key to sparking thought-provoking answers whether in whole-class or small-group discussions, or in one-on-one conferences with students. Effective questioning engages students in productive discussions that result in products and performances that reflect complex thinking processes and deep understanding of content.

"Good questions elicit interesting and alternative views and suggest the need to focus on the reasoning we use in arriving at and defending an answer, not just whether our answer is 'right' or 'wrong.' Good questions spark meaningful connections with what we bring to the classroom from prior classes and our own life experience" (Wiggins & McTighe, 2005, p. 107). 

In previous modules, you created Curriculum-Framing Questions for your unit. Consider how you would use these and other questions in your classroom. 

Break into three groups, with each group discussing one of the following questions, and then share your ideas with the whole group: 

1. What are some ways that you can integrate the use of Curriculum-Framing Questions into your classroom and student projects?
2. What are some ways that you can integrate the use of questioning into your classroom and student projects?
3. How can you teach students the skills they need to perform higher-order thinking when they create projects? What types of questions, prompts, and scaffolds can you use to encourage students to think deeply and to not just copy-and-paste answers? 
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